SOME HANDICAPS OF THE CHURCH
TJ VERY man who embraces a career which
-tj at once involves specialized knowledge and
active interference in the lives of his fellows
makes himself necessarily an object of comment
beyond the ordinary run of humanity. The
lawyer whose advice in a critical situation may
be so helpful or disastrous, or the doctor whose
prescription may completely alter and perhaps
ruin the prospects of his patient, is peculiarly
likely to draw odium on himself if his pro-
fessional skill brings no happy issue to those
who have consulted him. The layman con-
cerned is incapable of judging the soundness
of his precepts, while sufficiently critical of the
measure of his fees, and if any unfortunate
mannerism or suspicion of insincerity accom-
panies advice which proves fruitless in the result,
the most violent wrath is easily aroused. " That
old fox of a lawyer," or," that smooth-tongued
charlatan of a medico," are the kinds of expres-
sion we must all of us have heard, and represent
the strictures which the most skilful and con-